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RESULT:  An Outfitted Mobile Trailer for Trail Creek.  

  
The Sanitary District of Michigan City was seeking funds to outfit a mobile 

Trail Creek Environmental Improvement unit. The City of Michigan City, along with 

the Northwest Indiana Steelheaders implemented streambank restoration practices 

in Trail Creek (a salmonid tributary to Lake Michigan), and were working on a 

section of the Creek, partnering the DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife using Coastal 

funds. The methods used in these stabilizations eliminate stream bank erosion, 

increase creek flow, create and improve fish habitat and provide appropriate access to 

streams and creeks. These projects concentrate on log jam removal, bank 

improvement strategies, introducing habitat improving structures (lunkers) and 

establishing proper and accessible access points at several locations.  

 The Sanitary District completed the Trail Creek Watershed Managemant 

Plan in 2007, and the plan was approved by the Indiana Department of 

Environmental Management. The Watershed Plan identified streambank 

stabilization as an implementation goal for improving water quality. The Sanitary 

District took on the role of overseeing and implementing streambank stabilization 

projects in-house. This reduced the dependance on seeking outside contractors to 

implement these practices. Outfitting this mobile unit allowed various municipal 

departments and volunteers to have access to the necessary tools. 

 As part of the Trail Creek Watershed Management Plan efforts, aquatic 

habitat testing and evaluation near prior habitat improvement structures has 

indicated positive results.  With the Trail Creek Environmental Improvement Trailer, 

habitat resotration efforts and activities expanded to achieve even greater results. 

 

 

Trail Creek Environmental Improvement Trailer 
 


